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HEINEKEN	Ireland	Press	Release	
HEINEKEN	Ireland	announces	urban	greening	community	

initiative		
	
	

Community	initiative	to	create	urban	growing	spaces	through	–	“Growing	with	our	
Communities”	

	
Friday,	28th	July:	HEINEKEN	Ireland	has	today	announced	an	initiative	to	bring	communities	
together	 to	 create	 urban	 growing	 spaces	 that	 have	 a	 positive	 impact	 –	 socially,	
environmentally	and	economically.	Entitled	“Growing	with	our	Communities”,	the	initiative	is	
“rooted”	internally	with	HEINEKEN	Ireland	employees	and	in	collaboration	with	GIY	(Grow	it	
Yourself),	through	a	bespoke	GIY@Work	programme	called	#StarGrowers.			
	
Having	recruited	their	#StarGrowers	as	part	of	National	Workplace	Wellbeing	Day	HEINEKEN	
Ireland	 intend	 to	 “Grow	 it	 Forward”,	 its	 take	 on	 Pay	 it	 Forward.	 Ten	 Community	 Groups	
around	the	country	will	be	given	access	to	their	own	GIY@Work	programme	and	some	“seed”	
funding.	Today,	over	50	HEINEKEN	Ireland	volunteers	were	helping	out	across	three	of	these	
communities	with	additional	projects	to	be	announced	over	the	coming	months.	
	
In	addition,	three	community	groups	will	be	selected	as	“Star	Gardens”.	Each	one	will	receive	
garden	design,	planting	and	growing	expertise,	a	financial	contribution	towards	materials	and	
people	power	through	HEINEKEN	Ireland	employee	volunteering.	The	first	“Star	Garden”	has	
been	 announced	 as	 The	 Blackpool	 Plaza	with	 support	 from	Blackpool	 Community	 Centre,	
Reimagine	Cork	and	Cork	City	Council.		
	
Announcing	 the	 initiative,	 Sandy	 Boundy,	 Communications	 &	 CSR	 Manager	 of	 HEINEKEN	
Ireland,	 said:	 “This	 builds	 on	 HEINEKEN’s	 strong	 sustainability	 credentials	 outlined	 in	 our	
“Brewing	a	Better	World”	 sustainability	 strategy.	To	make	great	products,	 you	need	great	
ingredients	 and	 that’s	 why	 our	 environment	 is	 so	 important.	 Our	 long-term	 strategy	 is	
designed	to	create	shared	value	for	our	business,	our	customers	and	our	stakeholders	and	a	
key	focus	of	this	strategy	is	growing	with	our	communities.	
	
Volunteering	 in	 HEINEKEN	 Ireland	 is	 part	 of	 who	 we	 are	 and	 our	 GIY@Work	 partnership	
provides	a	great	platform	for	our	employees	to	get	involved.	We	are	very	excited	about	the	
collaboration	and	are	looking	forward	to	“Grow	it	Forward”	into	our	local	community”.	
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Karen	 O’	 Donohoe,	 Head	 of	 Community	 Development,	 GIY	 added	 “Our	 GIY@Work	
programme	brings	food	growing	into	the	workplace	in	a	fun	but	meaningful	way.	It	is	a	key	
element	of	 employee	wellbeing	and	CSR	activities.	 	We	are	 very	 excited	 to	be	part	 of	 this	
project	to	 inspire	and	support	HEINEKEN	Ireland	staff	to	grow	some	of	their	own	food	and	
connect	with	local	community	food	growing	groups.	HEINEKEN	Ireland’s	“Growing	with	Our	
Communities”	 is	 a	 fantastic	 example	 of	 the	 positive	 impact	 food	 growing	 has	 on	 people	
whether	it’s	through	‘al	desko’	growing	or	urban	greening.”	
		
	

Ends	
For	further	information:	

HEINEKEN	Ireland		 	 	 Murray		
Sandy	Boundy		 	 	 Aoibheann	O’Sullivan	/	Diarmaid	Walsh		
Communications	&	CSR	Manager	
Tel	 021	4503371	 																											Tel:		 01	4980300	
Mob		 086	810	6234	 	 	 Mob:		 087	629	1453	/	087	143	7350		
	

Notes		

About	HEINEKEN	Ireland		

HEINEKEN	 Ireland	 is	 a	wholly	owned	 subsidiary	of	HEINEKEN	N.V.,	 the	most	 international	
brewer	 in	 the	world.	 Based	 in	 Cork	 since	 1856,	 the	 brewery	 combines	 a	 long	 and	 proud	
brewing	tradition	with	the	most	up	to	date	technology	and	innovative	marketing.	HEINEKEN	
Ireland	employs	over	400	people	across	the	Island	of	Ireland.	

The	 brewery’s	 portfolio	 includes	 Heineken®,	 Heineken®	 Light,	 Orchard	 Thieves,	 Orchard	
Thieves	Light,	Desperados,	Tiger,	Coors	Light,	Fosters,	Sol,	Beamish	Stout,	Murphy’s	Stout,	
and	our	range	of	specialty	beers,	which	includes	Affligem,	Paulaner,	Moretti,	Zywiec	&	Cute	
Hoor.	

28th	July	–	Grow	it	Forward	Plan		

3	projects:	50	volunteers:	5	community	groups		

1. Star	Garden	-	Blackpool	Community	Centre	–	refresh	and	revitalise	the	Blackpool	
Plaza	(communal	space)	through	colour	and	edibles.	Repainting	walls,	6	benches,	18	
planter	boxes.	Supported	by	Reimagine	Cork	(Volunteer	organisation	focused	on	
rejuvenating	Cork's	laneways,	urban	green	spaces	and	derelict	buildings)	and	Cork	
City	Council.		
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2. Grow	it	Forward	–	Leitrim	Street	Planters	–	Work	with	Mad	About	Cork	(Volunteers	

in	Cork	City.	Making	positive	changes	in	urban	spaces	through	street	art,	guerrilla	
gardening)	to	build,	paint	and	plant	planter	boxes	to	grow	edibles	and	at	the	same	
time	brighten	up	a	key	area	at	the	entrance	to	Cork	city		

3. Grow	it	Forward	–	Cork	Simon	Tir	na	nOg	High	Support	House	Garden	(15	
volunteers)	–	working	with	local	volunteers	and	residents	to	rejuvenate	their	
therapeutic	garden	–	reclaiming	their	raised	beds,	cleaning	and	reinstating	their	poly	
tunnel	and	creating	a	herb	garden.		

	


